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Mr. Karl D. Salisbury 
404 Vest Sycamore 
Columbus “rove, Ohio 45830 

Dear Mr. Salisbury, 

It is a kind, and thoughtful letter and gift and 1 do appreciate both very 
much* It represents what has meant very much to my wife and me over the years. We 
did what we thought we should as citizens do and it is really gratifying to know 
that our work has had meaning to so many caring people. 

You ask what I think about th ; new books you refer to. I begin with an 
explanation that in general applies to all of them. 

It is not easy for people to believe that when their President was killed 
the government never investigated the crime itself. Instead, it sought to sweep the whale 
thing under the rug of a totally impossible and preconceived solution. 

_ 

Because there never 'was the investigation the people expected^what leads there 
“ight have been do not exist and there is just about nothing that can be followed 
up. To a degree this accounts for the outpouring of pretended solutions by various 
writers most if not all of whom theorize who did it. 

I make these statraents on the basis of a rather large study of what the Warren 
Commission published and had in its file* that I e^uuained at the National archives, on 
the basis of ex a m in ation of about a third of a million pages of once-withheld records, 
mostly the FBI's, and on the basis of my own work in Dallas and New Orleans* 

I do not try to give you false comfort. I'm telling you the truth- well, the truth 
is much worse. What the government did is seriously faulted, which is worse than juat 
not investigating the crime. For example, some of the PBi. lab work, the results of which 
I got through POIa lawsuits that forced its digSlosure of those records to me, is as 
phony as a three-dollar bill. Besides which there is lab work it did not do. I don't 
have time to go into this but it is not an isolated instance or two. They were covering 
up their covertp. Take the hdlistics expert, 8a Robert Frazier. He reported on the results 
of the spectrographic analysis of the curbstone that was struck by a bullet or a fragment 
of a bullet. Be testified to the Warren Commission that this could have been caused, by 
the core of a bullet. But 1 have it in his own handwriting that he said it could have 
oeen caused by an auto-wheel weight. I could go on and on like this. 

If you recall one of the books you mentioned. Contract on America , there is 
virtually nothing at all about the crime itself in that book - only the merest mention 
and that based on the assumption of the correotnessof the Warren Import. There is no 
evidence at all that even justifies the suspicion of mafia involvement. 

I've not read Crossfire but I understand it is a compilation of all the nut 
theories made up by people who knew little or nothing about the evidence that is avail- 
able and made no effort to ex^&ge^that evidence. Maras hinsl€f is ignorant of the 
existing evidence. 

K§ belief is that these books have helped the government avoid doing what it 
didn't do, make any real investigation. I've countless pages of FBI reports in which 
they take what they like best from these books, show how wrong it is, and distribute 
that to those who have asked questions inside the government, -ty this means they have 
persuaded all who had questions that the books are all wrong.Thia is to say they have 
helped the government cover up while deceiving arid misleatC^he people who care. 

ftood luck in your presentations, best wishes, and again thanks. 

Sincerely, 


Harold Weisberg 


Tliis letter is like many thousands of others I've gotten with one difference: 
it is the first to enclose the gift of a small check in some time. 

Years ago u estimated that I'd heard from about 15 ,000 strangers. By now the total 
is certainly more than 20,000. And this for bpoks that never had any advertising, never 
made the big TV shows, never had any reviews in any major papers or magazines . Making 
it even more difficult for people to reach me, the Hysttstown address appears on all 
except Post Mortem, the last book, and the post office didn t forward mail after six 
months o Then as this area grew and without moving we were given new addresses, letters 
sent to the past addresses were delivered only by the accident of someone remembering 
the new ones. 

Only one person was consistent in sending me financial help. I don't remember 
how much he sent or how often, but it was intermittently for two or three years. He 
was a retired automobile worker in the Detroit area. H e heard me on a radio talk show, 
probably WCAU, Philadelphia. James Segesta had some investments and when he got checks 
iron them he'd send me some money. Iiot great sums but then significant to me because 
I had so little. 

4 bedridden woman who did hear me on that station, Hosemary Zimmerman, in Indiana- 
polis, did write me and as a devout Catholic sent me what she believed would be helpful. 
Pirst it was a ^t. Christo Qher's medal, she said to protect me, particularly when * 
/Travelled, iiftfir some seea^i it was a St. 3ude. She said that was to help me do the 
impossible. And another time her thoughtfulness was of a different kind. 

The now— famous talk-show host, Phil Donahue, in 1966 had a radio talk show on 
JHIO, in Dayton, Ohio. I did it often on afternoons. Ojpe when a guest did not appear 
(I did that show and many others by phone) he phoned me at Hyattsown and I replaced the 
missing guest. After that when someone did not show up we'd ad lib his show by phone. 

Once ..hen I'd left for Al, ew York, and -^il knew my first stop would be to see SaxMa^sxa 
Maggie Fields, at the Piehc Hotel, she told Phil and he left a message for me with 
Maggie. 5 fete is a former movie star, married then to a Hutton & Co. partner, Joe , and 
shw was one of the early critics. (l think in movies she was Marhorie Beauchamps. She 
and Joe moved to Paris and she remained there after he died.) Jo, down the block from 
the hotel I found a phone a could tie up for two hours and ad libbed a show with fihil. 

Soon thereafter he had a TV talk show on the Crossley stations, live at least in 
Dayton. This was during the garrison era. ne asked me to appear and I did. After the show 
he asked me to go to Indianapolis and do a Sati^rday night TV talk sjjow on the Crossley 
station there and I did. I got there on Friday and then came a blizzard. The planes still 
were not flying on Sunday, so I returned by a much and long delayed combination of trains. 

Saturday, before the show , there was a knock on my motelroom door. a opened it 
and there was a man and boy. He introduced himself as Ho senary 4 s husband, the boy as her 
son, and he handed me two large^grocery bags. He was a baker, had a shop of his own, and 
Hosemary had insisted that he ifoing these to me. He and the boy also made clear they did 
not agree with her interest in the JFK assassination. While I was in the motel, and I left 
only to go to the TV station, and its dining room was open I could eat there but at 
other times and on the trip home, which took more than 24 hours, Hosemary kept me from 
being hungry! 

When David Heal of the Dallas Morning Hews phoned me yesterday and we were talking 
in general A was reminded that an appreciable portion of my mail for the past several 
years was from people who began by saying they had not been born when JFK was assassi- 
nated or were quite young. Most of the letters are like this Swlt, some are more emotional, 
and it has been so very long since I've gotten a letter with any criticism or adverse 
content I can 0 t remember one. The people do still care, very much, and I've gotten more 
letters in the past 2-3 years than in the previous ten. 
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